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“THE MOTHER” 
A Tragic Fantasy in One Act 
Music by STANLEY HOLLINGSWORTH 


Text by STANLEY HOLLINGSWORTH and JOHN FANDEL 
after a story by HANS CHRISTIAN ANDERSEN 
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Stage Director: LEON MAJOR 
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SYNOPSIS 


The Mother is taken from a tale by Hans Christian Andersen, and deals 
with the courageous devotion and love of a mother for her child. Anna 
is in her cottage lamenting the illness of her son when an Old Man enters, 
comforts her and persuades her to sleep. Having done this he takes the 
child and departs. Anna wakes and finding the Old Man and her child 
gone realizes that the Old Man was Death, and sets out in pursuit. Anna’s 
chase is agony and torture as a result of three encounters, each one demand- 
ing a sacrifice of Anna. The first is Night who demands that she sing a 
lullaby, the second is Blackthorn Bush who demands her warmth, and the 
third is Lake who demands her two eyes. Lake then leads her to the 
Flower Garden of Death, where she encounters the Souls of the dead. 
Death meets her here and explaining his purpose and his torment gives 
her back her eyes and persuades her to return to her home. 


—INTERMISSION— 


“MARIA EGIZIACA”’ 
A Triptych in One Act 


Music by OTTORINO RESPIGHI 
Text by CLAUDIO GUASTALLA 
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WOMEN’S CHORUS 


Rachel Brassard, Mary Brezden, Maxine Cooper, Carrol Anne Curry, 
Louise Ferland, Gladys Fraser, Diane Gibson, Roberta Ging, Joan 
Goddard, Norma Hall, Anne Harrington, Ruth Hircock, Merla Jackman, 
Muriel James, Mona Kelly, Shirley Martin, Jean MacPhail, Joanna Myhal, 
Peggy Anne McMurray, Maria Pellegrini, Dorothy Phillips, Mary 
Rossignol, Marilyn Scheifele, Eraine Schwing, Katherine Smith, Elaine 
Sutherland, Eva Szilard, Jean Tocher, Marlene Vance. 


MEN’S CHORUS 


Arthur Apy, Ernest Atkinson, Maurice Brown, Thomas Clerke, Edward 
Corr, Tito Dean, David Geary, Blaik Kirby, Jacques Lareau, Joseph Lloyd, 
Randall Marsh, Ronald Nelsen, Dan Pociernicki, Alan Presencer, Hugh 
Phin, Leslie Skipp, Wallace Williamson. 


SYNOPSIS 


Scene I]. THE PORT OF ALEXANDRIA 


Weary of her life as a tavern girl Maria asks a sailor to take her on 
his ship to seek a new life, and offers herself as payment for passage. The 


sailor is warned by a pilgrim that if he takes this evil woman on board 
his ship will be destroyed, but, seduced by Maria’s charms, he ignores 
the warning. 


Scene IT. AT THE TEMPLE OF JERUSALEM 


It is Good Friday. A beggar and a leper enter the temple. Maria 
arrives, accompanied by a blind woman who also enters the temple. Maria 
wishes to follow but the pilgrim stops her and tells her that God has for- 
bidden her entrance into His House. Maria, determined to gain entrance, 
is then stopped by a strange force at the threshold. An Angel appears and 
Maria prostrates herself, kisses the threshold of the temple, confesses her 
sins and asks to make penitence. The voice of the Angel counsels her to 
go to the River Jordan and seek Zosimo, the hermit priest, and try to find 
her redemption with his help. Maria, transfigured, enters the temple. 


Scene IIT. A GROTTO IN THE DESERT 


Zosimo discovers that a lion has dug a grave. He is convinced that 
this is a sign from Heaven that the day of his death is near. 


Maria, old and feeble after years of wandering, arrives. She sees the 
grave and believes that it is for her. She reveals her name to Zosimo and 
asks for absolution of her sins. Zosimo gives her absolution and Maria 
falls dead at the edge of the grave. The voices of the Angels sing praises 
to God and accept the soul of Maria into Heaven. 


Conductor: ERNESTO BARBINI 
Stage Directors: HERMAN GEIGER-TOREL and ANDREW MACMILLAN 


Designer: WILLIAM LORD 


CREDITS 


Sets executed by: WALLACE RUSSELL 
Assistant Conductors and Coaches: GEORGE BROUGH, ALFRED STROMBERGS 
Stage Manager: ANDREW MACMILLAN 
Costumes: SUZANNE MESS 
Props: ARTHUR APY, JOSEPH LLOYD, MONA KELLY, DAPHNE DRAKE 
Make-up: ALEXANDER SZLAVNICS 
Costumes supplied by: MALABAR LTD, 


